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4 Social Mobility

Meaning. By “social mobility” sociologists mean movement of persons and
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Social Stratification i
groups up or down the ranking order of a social stratification system. It means
2 change In socio-economic position.

A person’s class status is determined
originally by the class status of his parents. Byt when he gets a different amount
of education from that of his parents, or moves into a different occupational

group. or adopts a different “style of life”. he has been socially mobile. In
all social systems there is some movement of individuals up or down the social
ladder as a result of which an individual changes his or her degree of prestige
and style of life as well as the more objectively measurable occupational and

ubstantial groups within them may
nd prestige. Such collective mobility

ake on the customs, rituals and symbols of higher castes.
becoming “Sanskritized”
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A. Beteille, "was an important featyre of traditio
appears to have been the principal idiom of socig] mobility.”

M. N. Srin'ivas }}as emp.loyed the concept of Sanskritisation in explaining
social change in India and his theory of Sanskritisation, as Dr. Singer observes,
s “the most comprehensive and widely accepted anthropological theory of social
and cultural change in Indian civilization.” Srinivas defines Sanskritisation as
'the process by which a low caste or tribe or other group takes on the customs
ituals, beliefs, ideology and styles of life of a high and in particular a twice-
born (Dwija) caste”. In his opinion, this usually takes place when there is either
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an improvement in the economic or political position of the group concerned
.or a higher consciousness resulting from its contact with a source of the Great
Tradition of Hinduism such as pilgrim centres or monastery or a Proselytising
sect. “In the case of a group external to Hinduism, such as the tribe of an
immigrant ethnic group, Sanskritisation has resulted in drawing it into the Hindu
fold, which necessarily involved its becoming a caste having regular relation
with the low caste”. '

In other words, Sanskritisation is the process by which a caste or a group
of people move up the social hierarchy by adopting the styles of life associated
by tradition with the upper caste. The beaconstar in the Sanskritisation
process was the Brahmin, with traditional authority and respectable position
accorded him by the Hindu law-givers, and a way of life that was highly
esteemed by all the others not only because it was Brahminical but it was
regarded as an esteemable way of life and conduct. Originally, in his well-
known study, “Religion and Society Among the Coorgs of South India" (1952),
Srinivas held to this view.

Later, on the basis of further research and critical discussions in which he
participated, Srinivas has modified his previous position and accepted the
proposition that in addition to the Brahminical model of Sanskritisation, there
are also Kshatriya, Vaisya, and Sudra models. In many areas, for example,
the kingly or martial life-style has a rank equal with, or sometimes higher than
that of a Brahmin group. In these areas individuals or groups who wish to
improve their status do so by adopting some of the aspects of Rajput style
of life, that is, by “Rajputising” their way of life. Even the life-styles of the
merchants and peasants and the saints are sometimes adopted as models for
cultural mobility. Thus the Sanskritic model is not an undifferentiated model.
In addition to the Brahminical model, it may be Kshatriya, Vaisya, and even
Sudra model. For a caste aspiring to have status improvement within the
framework of caste, “the models of conduct are the castes higher than itself
with which it is in contact.” Srivinas says, “properly speaking, we may not
even, speak of one caste imitating another but rather one local section of
a caste imitating another local section.”
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574 Sociology

served”, to quote Beteille, “to lower the barriers between sections of society
which had one time been clearly separated.”

The tribal people have also come under the general effects of Sanskritisation.
Their connection with the mainstream of Hindu society have led to the
integration of sections of tribal society into the wider caste structure (e.q. the
Bhumiji in Eastern India, the Raj Gond in Central India, the Oraons of
Chotanagpur, the Meenas of Peepulkhunt in Raiasthan).
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But M. N. Srinivas has used the term
‘Westernization' to denote the changes imroduced i-nto lndﬁn S?i(c:llfctly e
during 150 years of British rule and which. contln,uf3 Wm.? l: : m[C?mentum
in post-Independent India. I~ includes under Weste.ml-?ailor_l echnical improve-
ments in communication and transportation, urbanisation, mdu.st.nahsatlon‘ and
the new occupations accompanying them, as well as the Cl\{ll and military
institutions of parliamentary democrecy, and the new occupat!ons associated
with them. All these collections of charges are usually callec{ modernisation’
but Srinivas prefers the term ‘Westernization' to ‘modernisation . Thus Srinivas's
concept of Westernization is so broad and comnrehensive that it has become
vague. We shall therefore use the generally accepted concept of Westernization
as a process of social change in India.

The process of Westernization in India began with the advent of British
rule in the eighteenth century and still continues. “The Briish were the first
conquerors superior and therefore inaccessible to Hindoo civilization™. The
establishment of British rule brought ‘traditional’ Indian society into direct
contact with the leader of modern Western capitalist culture and cuilization.
To serve their colonial interests the British unified the country administretively
by introducing uniform and Western system of government, introduced modem
trade and industries on an all-India scale (thus destroying the rural self-sufficient
economy) and introduced the modern communication system along with English
education. While these acts of British rulers laid the material foundations of
the development of Indian nation, they helped more and more Indians to learn
Western culture and thought such as rationalism, and later on egalitarianism.
It was however modern English education that acted as the chief agency of
Westernization in India.

British administrators introduced modern education in order to use English
educated indigenous elites as instrument of their administrative and often indirect
rule. A section of these English-educated Indians became the pioneers of genuine
Western culture but created “an Indian variety of the colonial culture which
was springing up in the colonies and dependencies of the Western powers
in Asn‘a and Africa.” Like devoted cultural disciples they tried as best they could
to imitate their colonial masters in outward appearances. Their Westernization
was confined to the imitation of English dress, food and general outward
living. _But. t'he bgsic qualities of Western character like self-respect, self-control
and‘sc’x'entlhc spirit of inquiry remained hidden from their eyes. These “Indian
Sahlbs , as says S. Abidhusain, “put on what looked like English dress, spoke
EEQ“Sh 1:0 one another and pigeon English to their servants or other ‘natives .
f edwe -tc:i-do l“’gld in bungalows furnished in the ‘English’ style, ate ‘English’
ood served on tables, sitting on uncomfortable chairs and using awkward knives
and forks. Casting yearning looks at the clubs of the real Sahibs they plaved
billiards, tennis, and cards in their own consolati bs” anners

ents and gestures the ' el clijos .‘[n . 3
movemen g y assiduously tried to follow ‘English etiquette.

manners, values and customs.
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. new variety of lndian COlOnial
ThlS

culture was fined to men
er and r‘nidc'lle class. The neyw culture brzhn;}?ftawbe?’gyf:\?vnwomen from
me into ‘'society th? club to d.ance with “strangers’. The examples of these
called ‘emancipated’, Westernjsed women produced a deplorable reaction
o ong Indians generally U_Vho OPposed genuine reform movements for the
?r:edoms and even education of women. But as modern Western education
rread during the 19th century, a large number of Indians imbibed a modern
Sgﬂona‘» secular, democratic, and n

i _ ationalistic political outlook. The modern
purmanistic philosophy helped the educated Indians to take a new critical look

5t their own society, economy and government. This led to the emergence
of the nineteenth-century Indian Renaissance in the social and cultural spheres
which created a soil for the growth of nationalism in our country.

The social and reli.gious movement launched by Raja Rammohan Roy, the
sioneer of the Renaissance, and the Brahmo Samaj founded by him as a

reforming agency was followed by Swami Dayananda Saraswati's Arya Samaj.
Both attacked the evils (or abu

ses) of religious and social orthodoxy and roused
the people from the slumber of ages. No less important role was played by
Ramkrishna Mission whose exponent was Swami Vivekananda. These social
and religious movements played a very progressive role in fighting against the
forces of superstition and obscurantism and thereby kindled feelings of patriotism
that made a deep impact

on the national awakening of India. The Indian
intellectuals, Westernised and European in cultural orientation, brought about

a renaissance of traditional Hinduism as one aspect of the struggle against
British colonial administration. They were generally committed to modernisation

buat an emergence of Indian national-identity was partially fostered by explicit
adoption of customs and styles whi

ch were bcth traditional and closer to
popular behaviour.
It was again the Westernised indigenous elites—the new middle class—who
became

the organisers and leaders of political activities in cities and towns.
As governmental policies curtailed their opportunities for employment and
advancement, the Westernised elites crystallised as a self-conscious class,
concerned with their own particular class interests and identity. This gave birth
0 an incredible diverse set of organisations and associations articulating those
Nterests—traders’ associations, civil servants’ groups, intellectual clubs and
zzemy Political associations, such as the Indian Associ

ation in Calcutta—the
fl_{&fklndian National Congress.
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